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ORDINANCE NO. 89-15 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS OF PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA, 

AMENDING THE CODE OF LAWS AND ORDINANCES OF 
PALM BEACH COUNTY, CHAPTER 24 (SIGNS), AS 
FOLLOWS: AMENDING SECTION 24-103 
(NON-CONFORMING SIGNS); MODIFYING SUBSECTION 
24-103(C) AMORTIZATION SCHEDULE; PROVIDING FOR 
CAPTIONS; PROVIDING FOR REPEAL OF LAWS IN 
CONFLICT; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; 

PROVIDING FOR INCLUSION IN THE CODE OF LAWS 
AND ORDINANCES; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE. 

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners of Palm Beach County 
in the exercise of its police powers to protect the public health, 
safety, peace and general welfare enacted Ordinance No. 88-33 which 
prohibited new off-premises signs and provided amortization of signs not 
located on the interstate and federal aid primary highway system; and 
WHEREAS, Ordinance No. 88-33, as codified in the Palm Beach 
County Code, Section 24-103(c)(1), provided for an amortization schedule 
to provide the phasing out of prohibited non-conforming signs over a 
period of years; and 

WHEREAS, administration of the amortization process by the Palm 
Beach County Planning, Zoning and Building Department would be 
facilitated by simplification of the amortization schedule and by 
requiring certain documentation from sign owners; and 

WHEREAS, the revised amortization schedule in this ordinance 
provides an amortization schedule for all signs of five (5) years and 
requires sign owners of a sign five (5) years old or less to provide 
documentation regarding the age of the sign in order to receive 
additional years of amortization; and 

WHEREAS, the revised amortization schedule does not reduce the 
period of ^amortization applicable to any prohibited, non-confotuiing 
off-premises sign. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS OF PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA that: 
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SECTION 1. AMENDMENT TO SECTION 24-103(0 PALM BEACH COUNTY SIGN CODE 


The Code of Laws and Ordinances of Palm Beach County, Florida, 

Chapter 24, Sign Code, Section 24-103 Non-conforming Signs, is hereby 
amended as follows: 

C. Amortization Schedule. 

1. For the purposes of this section, an amortization schedule is hereby 
established. The date of notice of amortization to the underlying 
property owners and sign owners shall be nine (9) months from the 
effective date of this section. The amortization period set out in 
section (2) below shall commence at the date of notice of amortization. 

2. The following is the amortization schedule for those prohibited, 
non-conforming off-premises signs: 

{a}—These-eff-premises-signe-that-have-been-in-ejeiatenee 

£©*-«h*ee—(3>-e*-leaa-yea*a-0ha41-fee-rem©ved-eight—f8> 

yeara-feem-the-affieial-amortieatiaa-daeeT 

—Th©se-©f4-peea49es-94gn9-that-have-beeB-4n-e*i8tenee 

4©r-44ve—f5)~t©-three—(3)~year9-sha41-be-rea©ved-s4x—(6> 

yea*8-4*©m-4he-©f44e4ai-aa©rP4eaP4©n-dafreT 

4e>—Th©8e-off-prea48e9-a4gB8-thae-have-been-4n-e*4ateaee 

4©*-eevea~t©-#4ve~yeats -9ha41-be-eea©ved-#©ue~ 

yea*9-48©B-4he-©#44e4al-aa©!?fc4ea448B-dafeeT 

—Th©se-©44-preB4eee-s4gR9-fchafc-have-beeR-4B-ex49teBee 

#©r- 9 even—(?>-©r-a©re-year9-ahail-be-reaoved-Pw©— 

year9-4r©a-ehe-©#44e4ai-aa©Be4eae4©B-dateT 

j 

(a) Off-premises signs - shall be removed five (5) years from the 

official amortization date. 

(b) Additional amortization shall be provided for signs in existence 

five (5) years or less upon timely request of the sign owner to the 

Director of the Planning, Zoning and Building Department, submission 

of adequate documentation regarding the sign, and approval of the 

request by the Director as provided below: 

(I) Those off-premises signs that have been in 

existence for less than three (3) years - shall be 
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removed eight (8) years from the official amortization date. 


(2) Those off-premises signs that have been in existence from 

three (3) years to five (5) years shall be removed six (6) years 

from the official amortization date. 

(c) It shall be the responsibility of a sign owner or underlying 

property owner seeking additional amortization based on the existence 

of the sign for five (5) years or less to submit a written request 

to the Director of the Planning, Zoning and Building Department at 

least ninety (90) days prior to the expiration of the five (5) year 

amortization period. Such request shall contain sufficient 
documentation to determine the age of the sign. Documentation shall 

be by copy of a building permit, construction contract, or other 

documentation determined to be sufficient by the Director to 

determine the age of the sign. Documentation shall also include a 

copy of the current tag number of the sign and the legal description 

of the property on which the sign is located. The Director shall 

make a written determination regarding the request for additional 

amortization. If the Director determines the information provided 

is insufficient to determine the age of a sign, the request for 

additional amortization shall be denied. 

SECTION 2. REPEAL OF LAWS IN CONFLICT 

All local laws and ordinances applying to the unincorporated area of 
Palm Beach County in conflict with any provisions of this ordinance are 
hereby repealed. 

SECTION 3. SEVERABILITY 

If any section, paragraph, sentence, clause, phrase, or word of this 
ordinance is for any reason held by the Court to be unconstitutional, 
inoperative or void, such holding shall not affect the remainder of this 
ordinance. 

SECTION 4. INCLUSION IN THE CODE OF LAWS AND ORDINANCES 

The provisions of this ordinance shall become and be made a part of 
the code of laws and ordinances of Palm Beach County, Florida. The 
Sections of the ordinance may be renumbered or relettered to accomplish 
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such, and the word "ordinance" may be changed to "section," "article," or 
any other appropriate word. 

SECTION 5. EFFECTIVE DATE 


The provisions of this ordinance shall become effective upon receipt 
of acknowledgement by the Secretary of State. 


APPROVED AND ADOPTED by the Board of County Commissioners of 


Palm Beach County, Florida, on the 


day of Pajfuy^i 


19_££. 


APPROVED AS TO FORM AND 
LEGAL SUFFICIENCY 


PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA, BY ITS 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 




Acknowledgement by the Department of State of the State of 
Florida, on this, the 1st day of September , 19 89 . 

EFFECTIVE DATE: Acknowledgement from the Department of State 

received on the 8th day of September _, 19 89 , at 10 : 29 

A .M., and filed in the Office of the Clerk of the Board of County 
Commissioners of Palm Beach County, Florida. 


STATE OF FLORIDA, 

I. JOHN B. DUNK_^ 

Board of County Cornfriisii d ru^Vc e rp'j ttjjs'te 
be a true and correctcogvof the’ori^ijialftosc! jg 

my office on _~ 

DATED at West 
JOHN 8. —““ 

B v: 



/ 






* 



JOHN 9* DUNKt,E, CLERK - 
Board of bounty. Commissioners. 

*- . ■.pEPptt&EI'lK' '• : 
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